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At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 
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Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 
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Issue 16 

Dear Family, 

 

It seems like a long time since I wrote to you, and I 
guess it has been because of my sabbatical, 
vacation, death of a family friend, etc. A lot has been 
happening in our church over these last few months, 
and it is exciting to be part of what God is doing. 

 

When I started my sabbatical, we had just finished our Spiritual Growth 
Campaign, By Faith Go Move a Mountain. These mountains are Finance, 
Family and Neighborhood. Some people may have thought that the end of 
the campaign meant the end of these emphases, but it’s not; it’s only the 
beginning. When God led us through prayer to these mountains, I must be 
honest, we did not know the details. Over the past few months, 3 tasks 
forces have been formed to develop the theology and the application for 
these 3 mountains. 

 

Silvio Carrara is the Chair of the Finance task force, Paul Matsushima of 
Neighborhood, and Daniel Matsuda of Family. The pastoral staff has been 
assigned to one of these 3 mountain task forces, and we have been 
reading, praying, and working on our theology positions so that clear 
statements can be made, and appropriate teaching and application can 
follow. If you were here on Youth Sunday, you will have noticed the youth 
have already started to work on family life (Family mountain). 

 

But we must not forget that these three mountains don’t encompass all of 
our 5 purposes of how we grow closer to being a fully devoted follower of 
Jesus. Our 5 purposes are Worship, Discipleship, Outreach, Community, 
and Service. We must never forget our mission of making fully devoted 
followers of Christ. 

 

As we move forward, our goal is always to follow Jesus, to love Him and to 
love others. Keep your eye on the goal and press on to win the prize for 
what God has called us heavenward in Christ Jesus (Philippians 3:14). 

 

Shalom, 

Pastor Steve 
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“. . . through love serve one another.” — 

Galatians 5:13 

We could not have asked for a more picture-
perfect day for our 116 golfers and an army of 
church volunteers for this year’s Seminarian 
Scholarship Golf Tournament. The tournament 
committee and volunteers arrived hours prior to 
the noon shotgun start to setup our registration 
center, place numerous donated Tee-sponsored 
signs throughout the golf course, lay out a 
putting-green contest course, prepare player’s gift 
bags, and extended a warm welcome to all 
participants. 

This year’s recipients are Pricilla Babila, pastoral 
interns Layne Wakuta and Paul Matsushima who 
are continuing their education at their respective 
seminary institutions to further God’s Kingdom. 
Paul was the guest speaker at the evening 
banquet. He informed us of his future goals and 
current ministries at GVBC. He concluded by 
thanking everyone for their generosity on behalf 
of all present and past recipients. 

Banquet emcee, James Hirano, expressed a 
heartfelt appreciation to all present on behalf of 
the tournament committee and introduced Pastor 
Steve Langley who said a few words and gave 
the blessing over the wonderful meal. James 
introduced our corporate sponsors from Union 
Bank, Commerce West and Tokio Marine 
Insurance Companies. He also int roduced our 
hole-in-one sponsors, George & Shig Hirano, 
AHTKY Insurance Company, Gardena Nissan, 
and Dr. Donald Schmolder, chiropractor. 

A delicious buffet followed and then awards to 
golfers.  An endless number of raffle prizes were 
presented to many luncky individuals, making the 
evening a memorable and festive event. It was 
noted that our GVBCer Frank Nakamura won one 
of the two TVs raffled off.  Congratulations to 
Frank! 

2011 SEMINARIAN GOLF TOURNAMENT 
BY TAK SHIMAZAKI 

PHOTOS BY PASTOR STEVE LANGLEY & SILVIO CARRARA 
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2011 YOUTH SUMMER CAMP 

“HOMEWORK” 
BY DANIEL MATSUDA, ASSOCIATE PASTOR — YOUTH 

If you were at the Youth Service on August 28, you 
could tell from the sincerity and depth of the student 
skits and testimonies that Youth Summer Camp is not 
all about fun and games. The camp theme was 
“Homework” — focusing on the work  that God has 
called us to do at home in our family life. Our main 
speaker was Fred Tanizaki, Family Pastor at 
Wintersburg Presbyterian, and he did a wonderful job at 
connecting God’s Word to our students. In addition to 
Fred’s morning messages, the evening sessions 
allowed the students to engage in creative ways of 
processing and responding to God’s truth. We had 112 
students and 28 staff, making it the largest camp in 
quite a few years ! 

 

Our key goals: 

• Challenging students to honor their parents and siblings, not 
begrudging obedience or doing just enough to get by, but taking 
practical steps to honor their families as they go above and 
beyond to see needs and meet them — Ephesians 6:1-3 

• Challenging students to be reconciled with their parents and 

siblings, and/or to be agents of God’s reconciliation in other 
areas of brokenness in their home — 2 Corinthians 5:17-19 

• Challenging 
students to be a 
witness to their parents 
and siblings as they 
shine the light of Christ to 
their family members and impact their family with the love of 
God — 1 Timothy 4:7-8,12 

What we experienced at camp: 

• Students dealt with deep hurts and found freedom by 
sharing their pain with God and others at camp 

• The light bulbs went on as students began to realize that 
God can use them to 

impact their families for God’s glory 

• Reconciliation between siblings happened publicly before our 

very eyes 

Three students accepted Christ for the first time:  Erin Tsuji (9th), 
Eric Kinjo (12th), and Alexis Espinoza (12th) 

It’s impossible to adequately summarize God’s amazing work at 
camp, but hopefully you got a taste of it at the Youth Service. If 
you missed it, come to GVBC and fill out a written request for a 
DVD of the service. Praise God for His faithfulness! 

Praying together as an entire camp 

23 high school seniors — a fun group! 

Friends hanging out 

Fred Tanizaki, our main speaker 



then from his friends and church family, 
including Pastor Daniel Matsuda. This past 
June, he graduated from HTPA. 

Ministering at GVBC 

At GVBC, Seichi has been assisting Jeff 
Fujimoto in teaching the second-session 
fourth and fi fth grade Sunday school class 
throughout the past four years of high school. 
Using his musical talents, Seichi has led 
worship through song and guitar for the 
youth. He has also gone on several youth 
missions trips to Long Beach. As Seichi 
enters UCLA as a freshman this fall, he is 
striving to become a surgical physician (a 
goal since childhood), but is open to whatever 
and wherever God leads him. 

Growing up in a Christian home 

A native of Southern California, Seichi grew 
up in a Christian home with his older half 
brother and sister, Hideo and Yuriko, older 
brother, Hikaru, and parents, Yoshi and 
Noriko Kamimura. 

In retrospect, Seichi feels blessed having a 
strong (and sometimes aggressive) Christian 
mother (with a Pentecostal background), who 
always referenced Scripture and stressed 
putting God before anything else. 

One area which Seichi continues to work on 
is lust/pornography. Seichi realizes that only 

with dependence on God, humility, and discipline will he 
be able to fully conquer this sin in his life. 

“I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 

worship.” 

From the “Purpose Driven Life,” Rick Warren’s comment 
and insight on Romans 12:1 has been recently speaking 
to Seichi. “It's easy to crawl off the altar in our human 
weakness and self-centeredness,” Seichi shared. “There 
is a moment of surrender, but the practice of surrender is 
something different — it’s a constant, willful re-
surrendering of the different rebellious parts of our lives 
even if it means 50 times a day.” 

God's love is continually changing Seichi's heart. As he 
lives more for Christ, he finds life more deeply satisfying. 
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WHAT’S INSIDE IS WHAT COUNTS 

PROFILE OF SEICHI KAMIMURA 
BY KATHY AISO 

The rousing challenges from two Alpine youth 
summer camps convicted Seichi Kamimura. 

Are you ashamed of Christ? 

At the 2006 camp, 13-year-old Seichi and the 
youth were questioned about their faith — are 
you ashamed of Christ? Seichi recalled how 
Matthew 10:32,33 pierced his heart. 

“Everyone, therefore, who shall confess Me 

before men, I will also confess him before My 
Father who is in heaven. But whoever shall 
deny Me before men, I will also deny him 

before My Father who is in heaven.” 

“I recognized Jesus as my Savior and as this 
all-powerful King, but when I honestly 
examined my life, there were still times — like 
at school — when I was timid and ashamed 
to express my faith,” Seichi admitted. The 
challenge placed in Seichi a desire to become 
sincere in his relationship with God. 

Lukewarm 

The second challenge came at the 2007 
youth camp. Its essence was contained in 
Revelation 3:16 which is a message to the 
church of Laodicea. 

“So because you are lukewarm, and neither 

hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.” 

Seichi and the youth were reminded that they could not 
serve two masters; they could not sit on the fence as if to 
manipulate God and switch sides when they wanted to. 
For 14-year-old Seichi this meant a lasting commitment 
to serving God and not himself. 

“God demanded complete surrender from me,” Seichi 
stated, “and I was convicted with this new awareness to 
give my all to Him, forever.” Therefore, at age 14 Seichi 
recommitted his life to Christ at camp. 

Serving the Lord in high school 

At Seichi's high school, Harbor Teacher Preparation 
Academy (HTPA), he became active in serving the Lord. 
Beginning as a sophomore and continuing into his senior 
year, Seichi served as the President of the Christian 
Club. Under Seichi 's leadership, the club hosted its first 
"Christian Festival/Concert" this past spring. Seichi 
shared a message from the Garden of Gethsemane 
scene, receiving strength and comfort, first from God 

“It matters what’s inside the heart.” 
— GVBCer Denise Hadley 

Seichi’s UCLA 

Bruins photo 

Seichi playing an Army 

soldier in Vietnam during 

the 2010 “A Prodigal 
Christmas” musical 
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Our prayers and condolences go out to: 
� Frank & Geri Adachi and family in the passing of Geri’s father, Ted Uyema, who passed away on Friday, August 

19. The memorial service was held on Tuesday, September 6 at GVBC. Pastor Daniel Matsuda officiated. 
� Jeff Lew and family in the passing of Jeff’s grandfather, who passed away on Saturday, August 20. The 

memorial service was held on Friday, August 26 at Forest Lawn Cemetery in Cypress. 
New baby announcement 

� Jon & Cristen Rasmussen in the birth of their second daughter, Madeline Joy. She was born on 
Thursday, August 25. Little Madeline weighed 8 lbs. 1 oz and she was 20.5 in. long. Big sister Ann 
welcomed her new little sister home. Mother and baby are doing fine. 
 
 

 
 

 

Newly engaged couple 
� We want to extend our congratulations to Stan Kuroda and Audrey Yee [pictured at right] 

on their recent engagement. 
 
Letters from our family 

� Dear Pastor Steve & GVBC Family, Praise the Lord!  He sent Pastor Eiji Osato 
to the US to minister to the Nichigo congregation as our pastor. How good it is to 
thank the Lord!  I would like to thank you all and the pastoral and office staff for 
guiding, praying, and generously supporting us to make Pastor Osato be able to 
come to GVBC. The photo is of our Pastor Search Committee members who 
welcomed Rev. and Mrs. Osato as they arrived at LAX airport on Sunday, August 
21. [Since their arrival, they have been busy getting settled and ready to begin their 
new li fe at GVBC]. In the picture Pastor Osato is standing in the back, second from 
right with Emi in plaid top standing in front of him. Thank you very much again!  
Praise the Lord again and again! In Christ name, Aki Abe 
 

� Dear GVBC, I would like to thank you for helping me out when my tools were stolen from my truck. You help 
replace them. I am so grateful and thankful for your love. Jim Milligan 

� To GVBC, Thank you once again for being that place of love and comfort for my dad’s (Jim Jue) memorial 

service. I always warms my heart to know you are here. Patti Hatashita and family. 
� Dear GVBC, Yoshi [Kamimura], husband and father, has been resting at home since being released from the 

hospital on August 11. Coming into the hospital, he nearly died, but with the help of the surgeon, his team, and 
he nursing staff, Yoshi lived through the critical condition of the first few weeks since his heart attack. Above all, 
we believe Christ was at work through the very passionate prayers of our church, both from the Nichigo and from 
the English congregations. We want to thank you from the bottom of our hearts for your prayers, hospital visits, 
gifts of food, and God’s love that you have poured out on us. With deep gratitude, the Kamimura family. 

� Dear GVBC Family (and Scholarship Committee), Thank you VERY much for helping me with my college 

finances. This church has been HUGELY and truly a blessing to me. I love GVBC. I will never forget the biblically 
sound and solid foundation God has secured in me through this church. It was through GVBC — because of 
God — that I became devoted to Jesus Christ, my Lord and my God. God has grown and matured me greatly 
through the super awesome youth ministry we have and I’ve been blessed with countless brothers and sisters 
who pursue God steadfastly through li fe’s struggles and pains. Even in the youth, this church has real people 
with a real affection and deep passion for the Lord and it’s an honor to be a part of that. I am going to UCLA and 
I’m not sure how often I’ll be coming back, but wherever I go, whatever I do, I hope (and plan) to “do it all for the 
glory of God.” With Love, Seichi Kamimura [see Seichi’s profile on page 4] 

� [The folowing letter is in response to letters written by the VBS children then sent to the children of Harmony 
Heights Baptist Church in Joplin, MO.] Greetings !  Thank you for your letters of encouragement to our children. 
We passed those out and read them to our children Thursday, as we meet on Thursday nights. Our children 
were excited to hear from you and I’m sure sometime there will be some return letters back to you. Thank you 
for praying for us. May God continue to bless your children’s ministry!  In Christ, Charlie Burnett, Pastor 

In the news 
� Diane Ujiiye’s picture was published in the Thursday, August 25, 2011 The Rafu Shimpo in an article titled 

“APIsCAN Awards Presentation Celebrates Community Empowerment.” In the picture, Diane stood next to the 
several honorees who received certificates. Diane is the APIsCAN (Asian and pacific Islanders California 
Network) Executive Director. The awards reception took place in Little Tokyo. 

FAMILY NEWS 

� 

Rev. Eiji & Emi 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your 
event in the subject line]. You can 
also contact event leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
� Just Walk Across the Room 

Sundays of September 11, 18, & 25, 12:30 pm., Room 
113. This class will teach you how to naturally develop 
your Christian witness, step out of your comfort zone 
and reach out to those who don’t know Christ. Bring 
your own lunch. Contact Marianne Matsuda 

� Keep Gardena Beautiful All-church Project 

Saturday, September 17, 7:45 — 11:30 a.m. Meet at 
GVBC (La Salle parking lot). Join the Neighborhood 
Ministry in making a difference in our community. 
GVBC will partner with the City of Gardena to clean, 
paint, and beautify the neighborhood and the wetlands. 
At 11:30 a.m. we will celebrate our achievements with a 
lunch at Mas Fukai Park. Fill out a flyer (available on 
Narthex counter) and drop it in the registration box in 
the Narthex. Contact Paul Matsushima, ext. 695. 

� Teacher/Leader Recognition Sunday, Sept. 18. 
� Pastoral Staff Appreciation 

The entire month of October is our Pastoral Staff 
Appreciation. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Mission) Dates 

� Saturday, Oct 1 Tijuana 

� Friday, Dec. 16 to Sunday, Dec.18, San Telmo 
NOTE: a U.S. passport is required. Spanish is helpful, 
but not required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the 
church office or email her at: 
treesaw47@sbcglobal.net. 

� Men’s Retreat 

Saturday, October 15 to Sunday, October 16. The 
2011 GVBC Men's Retreat will at Victory Ranch. 
Speaker will be Pastor Thien Doan of CityLights 
Church. Our theme is “The Transforming Power of 
God. For information, contact Dave Uratsu at 
dturatsu@aol.com or Kent Komae at 
kkomae@aol.com or call them via the office. 

� Harvest Festival Monday, October 31 
� GVBC Tour sponsored by the Prime Timer’s 

DEADLINE to pay & register: Sunday, October 30. 
Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade & Dinner, 
Thursday, December 15. Cost $109 per person. Dinner 
at the Five Crowns in Corona Del Mar, evening cruise 
in the Newport Harbor Christmas Boat Parade, 
Rodgers Gardens “Christmas Fantasy.” Tour leaves 
GVBC at 1:45 p.m., returns approx. 10 p.m. 
Register at the information table in the Courtyard after 
the worship services or contact: Richard or Keiko 
Imatomi. 

� Standard Time begins Sunday, November 6, Fall 

BACK ���� one hour. 
� Annual Election Meeting 

Sunday, November 13, 12:30 — 2:00 p.m., Bento lunch 
or bring your own. 

� Thanksgiving Sunday November 20 
� Office Closed November 24 & 25, Thanksgiving 
� Workday/Christmas Decorating Saturday Nov. 26 

Friday Night KidZone Events 
7:00 — 8:30 p.m. Community Hall 

First to Fifth Grade 
September 16 — Flashlight Scavenger Hunt (Room 250) 
September 23 — Volleyball 
September 30 — Shuffleboard 
 

October 7 — Bean Bag Golf 
October 14 — Dodge Bowling 
October 21 — Sockey 
 

For info contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689 
email: susan@gvbc.net 

� First Sunday of Advent November 27 
� Encore Performances of “A Prodigal Christmas” 

FOUR chances to see our FREE encore performances: 

�Wednesday, November 30, 7:00 p.m. Preview Night 

�Friday, December 2, 7:00 p.m. 
�Saturday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. Matinee & 7:30p.m. 
Invite your friends, family, neighbors, and co-workers. 
Don’t miss your chance to experience this heartfelt, 
nostalgic Christmas musical set in 1967. This not-so-
perfect Christian family learns about God’s love and 
forgiving each other. God works through this Japanese 
American family with love and understanding, joining 
them together forever. Check out our Facebook page 
at Prodigal Christmas Musical. Contact David Cheng at 
prodigalchristmas@gmail.com or Susie Shelley, ext. 
673 or email her at susie@gvbc.net. 

� All-church Christmas Potluck 

Sunday, December 4, 5:00—7:00 p.m. Community Hall 
� Angels’ Breakfast Saturday, December 10 
� Christmas Eve Services 

Saturday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m. 
� Christmas Day Sunday Services December 25 

Fall 180 High School Friday Night Series 
7:00 — 9:00 p.m. 

Room 220 
September 16 — Epicenter (outreach in the Community 

Hall with live music & testimonies) 
September 23 — James 3:1-12; The Tongue 
September 30 — James 3:13-18, True Wisdom 
 

October 7 — Glow in the Dark in the Park (Fun outreach 
activity) 

October 14 — James 4:1-10; Submit to God 
October 21 — James 4:11-17; Slander and Boasting 
October 28 — Worship Night (set up for Black Light Maze 

for Harvest Festival on Monday, Oct. 31—
opportunity to serve 

 

For info contact Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681 
email: daniel@gvbc.net 
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Issue 17 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, September 21. 

Hard copies available on Friday, September 23 in the Narthex and 

Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, September 18. 

ALOOOOHAAAA!!!! 
The lovely Akua Ohana O'Hula (GVBC's  Hula 
Ministry) threw our Annual Yard Sale bright and 
early Saturday, August 6. God once again 
blessed us with MANY blessings.  MAHALO NUI 
LOA to the congregation for blessing us with a 
plentiful amount of donations.   

We sold everything from clothes to toys to 
miscellaneous gadgets and our littlest members 
sold refreshing cups of lemonade.  By the 
goodness of God we raised over $800 which will 
be used for the Hula Ministry as we continue to 
glorify Him through dance. 

Mahalo & God Bless, 
Tammy Cosare and the 

Akua Ohana O'Hula Ministry 

Financial Report 
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

FROM  IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Walter Hokama  Carol Hokama 

 
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of loved ones go into the 

College Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 
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Citylights Church Name Confusion 

The Gardena Torrance Southern Baptist Church on 
Normandie Ave. will soon be changing their name to Citylights 
Church of Gardena, NOT to be confused with the Citylights 
Church in Long Beach that we support. 
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

James Chang, Assis tant Pastor — Worship, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Eiji Osato, Ni chigo Pastor, ext. 676 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

Paul  Matsushima, Pastoral Intern-Neighborhood, ext.695(pt) 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Gerald Mayewaki, Maintenance Asst. (pt)  

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @ 10:45AM Rm 201 
 
 

Sunday, September 11 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ Unashamed 1 Peter 4:12-19 

 
 

Sunday, September 18 
Mission Sunday 

 
 

Sunday, September 25 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ 

Our True Enemy & Closing Thoughts 1 Peter 5 
 
 
English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

Phone: (310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 
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